CONDITIONALS & WISHES
0 CONDITIONAL

Used for facts.

IF + PRESENT, PRESENT

Ex.  If you heat water to 100º C, it boils.

       Water boils if you heat it to 100º C.

1ST CONDITIONAL

Used for situations which are real/possible or probable in the present or future.

IF + PRESENT, WILL/CAN/SHALL + BARE INFINITIVE

Ex.  If you study, you can pass.

       You can pass if you study.

NB:  PROVIDING THAT = AS LONG AS (IF AND ONLY IF)/UNLESS (IF NOT)

        & EVEN IF ARE ONLY USED IN THE 1ST CONDITIONAL.
2ND CONDITIONAL

Used for situations which are unreal/impossible/improbable or hypothetical in the present or future.  
IF + PAST SIMPLE, WOULD/COULD/SHOULD + BARE INFINITIVE

Ex.  If he were a woman, his name would be Edurne.

       His name would be Edurne if he were a woman.

3RD CONDITIONAL

Used for situations which are unreal/impossible/improbable or hypothetical in the PAST.  It is also used to lament/regret.
IF + PAST PERFECT, WOULD/COULD/SHOULD + HAVE + PAST PART

Ex.  If I had had a huge breakfast, I would not have been hungry during my 

       French exam.

WISHES

WISH + PAST SIMPLE 



to talk about things you would 








like to be different in the 








present / future (but which are 

impossible or unlikely).

Ex.  I wish I were taller.


WISH + PAST PERFECT 



to talk about things that 








happened or didn’t happen in 

the past and which you now 

you regret.

Ex.  I wish you had told me the truth.


WISH + WOULD + B.I.



to talk about things we want to 







happen, or stop happening 








because they annoy / irritate / 








bother us.
Ex.  I wish you would speak English!

N.B.  You can’t use would for a wish about oneself.  Therefore after I / We, would cannot be used.  We use could instead.

Ex.  I / We wish I / we would could speak English in our classroom.
N.B. You can also use If only instead of / rather than wish with these statements.  If only is more desperate in meaning.
Ex.  If only I were taller.

       If only you had told me the truth.

      If only you would speak English.
